National Report on Implementation of the Mandates 

of the Third Summit of the Americas

(Grenada)

Introduction
The main goal of the Special Summit of the Americas (2004) was to facilitate hemispheric cooperation at the highest level of Government in order to address current economic, social and political challenges in the region.

The Summit focused on three main issues

1. Economic Growth and Equity to reduce poverty

2. Social Development

3. Democratic Governance

This report will highlight achievements in the above stated areas.

1. Democratic Governance:

In 1974 Grenada became an Independent State.  The Parliamentary System is based on the British model.  The Head of State is the British Monarch who is represented in Grenada by the Governor General, appointed on the advice of the Prime Minister.  The executive power is vested on the Prime Minister and his Cabinet.

Parliament has two houses: the House of Representatives with fifteen elected members and the Senate with thirteen nominated members, of which seven are appointed on the advice of the Prime Minister, three on the advice of the leader of the opposition and three are independent.

Elections for members of the House of Representative are held every five years.

The Constitution is the Supreme law and all other laws must conform to it.

The Government of Grenada is committed to the involvement of all stakeholders in policy formulation and implementation.  There is open dialogue between public and private sector officials.

In 2003 a National Trade Policy Committee was established to advise Government on trade issues; membership includes public sector officials, private sector, labour unions and Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs).

The Government recognized the role of civil society and its contribution to Public administration and continues to forge closer collaboration with them.

In order to achieve the mandates of good governance, the government continues to hold dialogue with civil society.

2. Economic Growth with Equity to reduce poverty:

As a small island-developing nation, Grenada is endeavoring to rise to the triple challenges of Globalization, Trade Liberalization and Poverty Reduction.

In 2003, the number of persons living in poverty was estimated at 30% of the population.

A number of concrete programmes were designed by Government to address this problem.

Emphasis was placed on rural development.  A Food Security Program was put in place and funding sought to transform the rural economy.

Priority attention was given to the private sector, so it can continue to function as the principal driver of economic growth and development.

The entire plan of action to implement the mandates of the Summit was disrupted as a result of the passage of hurricane Ivan on September 7, 2004.

In all our international negotiations and efforts at making the transition to the new global requirements we have placed the issue of vulnerability on the agenda; hurricane Ivan must have brought home the message.

Prior to hurricane Ivan, Grenada’s economy was on a path of economic growth.  The economy registered a positive growth rate of 5.7% in 2003, fuelled by expansion in the hotels and restaurants, transportation, construction and wholesale and retail trade sectors.

The economy was projected to grow by 4.7% in 2004 driven by growth in tourism, agriculture and the transport and communication sectors.

Hurricane Ivan caused widespread devastation to the environment, the productive base of the economy, and Grenadian society as a whole.

The impact included the following:

1. 90% of housing stock was destroyed or damaged

2. 92% of the forest area and watersheds were destroyed

3. The agriculture sector was decimated, with 95% of the nutmeg trees imported and 90% of short-term cash crops wiped out.

4. The tourism sector was significantly damaged, with virtually all the hotels experiencing partial, in some cases, total destruction.

5. 95% of the schools were damaged of which 42 are beyond repair

6. Sporting facilities have been damaged

7. A large number of churches and community centers destroyed.

8. Hospitals and community health facilities require extensive repair and in some cases restoration.

As a result of hurricane Ivan, the economic growth potential of Grenada has been reversed and the level of vulnerability for some sections of the population has increased.

3. Social Development:

The challenges to the social sector relate primarily to the need for physical rehabilitation of the education, health, housing, security and social services in order to ensure the physical well being of the nation.  The Ministry of Social Development works in collaborative effort with the line Ministries to spearhead these programs.

The social recovery program is envisaged in four main areas.  The major thrust is in the area of trauma counseling to address the widespread psychological instability, which exists.

Recognizing that the effectiveness of counseling will be determined by the extend to which the causes of the trauma and disorientation are removed, the next three areas focus on security and reconstruction of buildings and programs in the key sector of education, health, housing and social services.

Conclusion

The Government of Grenada remains committed to the values and principles of the Organization of American States and particularly the summit process.  We fully support the work of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat.

The Government of Grenada places great importance in the Forth Summit and its theme “Creating Jobs to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.”

 Grenada supports the view that economic growth is a necessary condition.  However in the wake of the natural disasters which have set back the country; Grenada now needs to broaden its efforts to reach out to micro, small and medium sized enterprises.

 There is need for re-training, and training in preparation for the creation of high-quality jobs and an institutional infrastructure that supports competitive business investment.

The Government of Grenada remains grateful for the support provided by the Organization of American States as we rebuild.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade will continue to collaborate with the various agencies and department of the OAS and other stakeholders in the Inter-American System to achieve the summit mandates.  In light of Grenada’s special circumstances we seek understanding and deepened support from the OAS.
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